CHAPTER III.

CASTE  AS  IT  NOW EXISTS.

HAVING noticed what the sacred books have to say
concerning caste, we have now to describe it as it is seen
at the present time. There are those who affirm that it
never existed in the form there indicated ; that the
scriptural account is largely imaginary. This may to
some extent be true ; but that there was an approximate
realization of it, there can be little doubt.

In Bengal there are virtually only two of the original
castes, viz., Brahmans and Sudras. The Brahmans are
subdivided into an immense number of classes, some of
whom will not eat or intermarry with others. The
Kshatriyas are almost extinct, though in other parts of
India are many who profess to be such. This is true
of the Vaisyas also; whilst many of those known as
Sudras are the descendants of some of the mixed
classes. It was a peculiarity of this system, the object
of which was to prevent the intermarriage of the classes,
that the children of such mesalliances did not enjoy the
position even of the lower-caste parent, whether father
or mother, but sank below both. In civilized countries
the wife, whether nobler or baser, takes the rank of her
husband; but this was not the case in India. The
heaviest penalties were paid by the children when a
woman married a man of a different caste.